INDIVIDUAL SUBMISSIONS – STUDENT’S GUIDE 
Fall Semester, 2022-2023 Academic Year
on Educational Program “Political Science – 7M03110”
COURSE 1383098 CENTRAL ASIA IN THE WORLD POLITICS 

According to the academic calendar of the course (see below), there are six (6) individual submissions: two are due before the midterm control and four are due after. The failure to meet the deadline shall result in mark reduce. 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
	week
	Topic 
	hours
	Max.
score***

	[bookmark: _Hlk115196221]Module 1 CONCEPTS AND CONCEPTUALIZATIONS

	3
	INDIVIDUAL SUBMISSION (IS) 1. Studying international affairs; the current state of the theoretical debate – essay – 3000 wordcount
	
	30

	5
	IS 2 Is Central Asia a region – debates
	
	25

	Module 2 CENTRAL ASIA FROM WITHIN

	8
	IS  3. CICA as a full-fledged IGO, is it a good idea? If yes how do we get there? If not,  what is the alternative – individual presentation
	
	15

	10
	IS 4. Central Asia in the 21st Century – group presentation
	
	15

	
	Module 3 CENTRAL ASIA IN/FOR THE WORLD
	
	

	12
	IS 5 The foreign policy of X towards Central Asia – individual presentation
	
	15

	15
	IS 6 Central Asia in the World Politics – conference
	
	15



INDIVIDUAL SUBMISSION (IS) 1. Studying international affairs; the current state of the theoretical debate – essay – 3000 wordcount, maximum - 30

An essay is a short piece of writing or creative work presented as reasoned arguments reflecting the author’s subjective view on problems of social, moral and ethical, scientific, cultural and historical importance.
An interesting essay requires understanding its purpose, the author's strongly pronounced position on the proposed subject, sincerity, emotional maturity, present a wide range of reasoned arguments and judgments demonstrating high level of knowledge of the topical course materials, relevant information and references to mandatory and additional reading materials and sources.
A successful essay must demonstrate:
1. the author’s ability to consistently, logically and accurately convey own opinion;
2. the ability to present arguments and give examples relevant to the subject of the essay;
3. critical thinking skills;
4. spelling, grammatical, punctuation and academic writing skills;
5. extensive vocabulary.
The author’s points must be presented as concise, clear and short theses supported by arguments which are facts, data, phenomena, events, cases, examples, illustrations, quotes, etc. 
The basic structure of an essay is as follows: 
1.	introduction;
2.	statement – arguments;
3.	statement – arguments;
4.	statement – arguments; and
5.	conclusion.

PREPARATION GUIDE
You are recommended to revise all the materials on the topic of the seminars including lectures and additional resources, put down the terms relevant to the topic and try to provide your own definition/explanations thereof. Then, find the definitions/explanation in the materials and literature, compare them with those provided by you, make changes if necessary.
You work on essay writing contains three stages, i.e. PRE-WRITING, WRITING, POST-WRITING.
PRE-WRITING 
We recommend revise all materials of the course relevant to the subject of the seminar paying special attention to:
· Political culture and political subjects (actors) within “relist” approach; 
· Political participation and political subjects (actors) within “rational choice” approach; 
· Political behavior and political subjects (actors) within “pluralist” approach; 
· Similarities and difference between political behavior and political participation;
· Role of the state on forming of political culture.

WRITING 
While you are writing your essay, we recommend the following steps:
1) Revision of the topical material;
2) Choice the precise topic of your essay (see above);
3) Think of the thesis/argument/position you are going to present in your essay;
4) Grow a schematic structure of your essay (mental map or other) showing how exactly your thesis/argument/position will be presented;
5) Revise the literature that gives your necessary information, find new literature beyond the course materials if necessary. Take notes, put down the tittle and the author’s name, you will need those to make references;
6) Write the first draft;
7) Read the draft, pay attention to the following:
· Does each paragraph contain ONLY ONE argument/point/? 
· Are the paragraphs in the correct order? Will your essay be better of you change the paragraphs’ places? 
· Does each paragraph start with a ”statement sentence” introducing the point(s) you are making?
· Is the “statement sentence” followed by “supporting sentences” with arguments and examples/illustrations of the point you are making?  
· Is there any gaps in the logic of argumentation? Are there any factual information to be added?
· Have you referenced the sources in all cases? 
Make all changes/amendments/additions/alteration if necessary.
8) Edit the second draft; read for grammar, syntactic, typing errors, correct if necessary; check the quality of references;   
9) Remember that the word-count of your essay which is 500;
10) Read the final draft and the assessment criteria to see whether your essay meets all the criteria (see below). Make changes if necessary provided you are wishing to get better mark. 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
The word-count of the essay is 500 approximately (the mark shall be reduced if the essay is more than 10% shorter or longer than the word-count). 
Font: Times New Roman 14, spacing - 1.0. All margins are 20 mm, 30 MB maximum.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
ATTENTION: the essay is original and there shall be NO PLAGIARISM, copied fragments, borrowing without referencing. The essay must contain the following structural elements:
· Introduction (one or two paragraphs) – introduces the topic, purpose and objectives of the essay. Represents the main argument (thesis). Introduces the logic of argumentation shown in the structure of the essay.
· Main part - consistently follows the argument (thesis) according to the structure. The main thesis may be divided into several arguments, each of which is presented in a separate paragraph, which, in turn, has to contain the following: a statement and / or a question, supporting arguments, examples illustrating arguments, a final sentence (may contain a "transition" to the next considered the question that is revealed in the next paragraph).
· Conclusion (one or two paragraphs) - in the conclusion, the author describes what he/she managed to do in the essay by paraphrasing and significantly reducing the content of the introduction and the main part in such a way as to show the reader that the goals of the essay are achieved and the question/problem is addressed/disclosed fully.
· List of References.

While assessing the essay, the reviewer shall consider the following: 
- topical knowledge and analysis;
- originality, logic, consistency and conclusiveness of argumentation;
- factual accuracy;
- accuracy and quality of referencing;
- structure, coherence and cohesion; 
- quality of academic writing, i.e style, registrar, vocabulary; lack of plagiarism; word-count. 

MARKING THE ESSAY 
1. “Distinction”: the essay is excellent and meets all the criteria above;
2. “Merit”: the essay is good but one or two criteria are not fully met;
3. “Pass”: the essay is of satisfactory quality, there are three, four or five instances when it fails to meet the above criteria;
4. “Fail”: the essay is poor quality and fails to meet all or majority of the above criteria; it does not relate to the topic, 60-100% of plagiarized text, fails to meet the deadline. 

RECOMMENDED READING:
Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (2007). Introduction to academic writing (p. 3). Pearson/Longman. 


IS 2 Is Central Asia a region – debates, maximum 25
The students are recommended to study the literature (see lectures synopses and student’s guides) and be prepared to argue both in favior and againt the motion as well as counterarguments respectively. “FOR” and “AGAINT” teams will be selected randomly. 
Assessment ctiteria:
· Factual accuracy
· Logical coherence;
· Originality; 
· Fulness and clarity of the argument; 
· Vast knowledge of the subject matter;
· Observance of debates procedure;
· Deadline.

IS  3. CICA as a full-fledged IGO, is it a good idea? If yes how do we get there? If not,  what is the alternative – individual presentation, length 10 minutes maximum, 15 maximum score
[bookmark: _Hlk115197426]The students are recommended to study the literature (see lectures synopses and student’s guides) and be prepared to present the thesis well and sustain it with good arguments. The PPP is recommended but not required. 
Assessment ctiteria:
-	Factual accuracy
-	Logical coherence;
- 	Structure;
-	Originality; 
-	Fulness and clarity of the argument; 
-	Vast knowledge of the subject matter;
-	Presentation and visualization (if any);
-	Deadline.

IS 4. Central Asia in the 21st Century – group presentation, length 20 minutes app., 	maximum score – 15.
The students are recommended to study the literature (see lectures synopses and student’s guides) and be prepared to present the thesis they worked out together well and sustain it with good arguments. The composition of the groups is decided by lecturer. The PPP is required. 
Assessment ctiteria:
-	Factual accuracy
-	Logical coherence;
- 	Structure;
-	Originality; 
-	Fulness and clarity of the argument; 
-	Vast knowledge of the subject matter;
-	Team work 
-	Presentation and visualization;
-	Deadline.

ATTENTION: your performance during the preparation and class presentation shall be assessed by your group mates anonymously. Your diligence and contribution will be noted and influence your MAKR. 

IS 5 The foreign policy of X towards Central Asia – individual presentation, length – 10 minutes, maximum score - 15

The students are recommended to study the literature (see lectures synopses and student’s guides) and be prepared to present the thesis well and sustain it with good arguments. The PPP is recommended but not required. 
Assessment ctiteria:
-	Factual accuracy
-	Logical coherence;
- 	Structure;
-	Originality; 
-	Fulness and clarity of the argument; 
-	Vast knowledge of the subject matter;
-	Presentation and visualization (if any);
[bookmark: _Hlk115198178]-	Deadline. 

IS 6 Central Asia in the World Politics – conference, maximum score – 15.

This is the last activity and the most significant of the course. It shall reflect all we have learnt and achieved during the course. It also shall be an example of you as a group. Therefore, at all stages below, you shall work together. Failure to fulfill any of the activates mentioned below or their poor execution will result in decrease of the marks for all students in the group. 

Students are recommended to revise all the materials of the course and formulate several theses that would reflect their own opinion/assessment of the phenomena and processes discussed during the course. 

PRELIMENARY ACTIVITIES
Holding a conference is rather complicated and complex task, it requires a lot of work before the conference from both organizers and participants. 
1) PREPARING AN ABSTRACT OF YOUR TALK – when you find an announcement on a conference of your interest, one shall think first how you could contribute, what is it that you may talk about that would interest your peers. Thus, while applying to the participation (which is the matter of selection), you shall send an abstract of your TALK. Usually, when people talk on conferences of scholarly character, they do one of the following three things: 1) propose a thesis and argue in its favor, 2) pose a question(s) and problematize some aspects, 3) talk about recent/current/our planned research. The abstract you send shall reflect those respectively; it is a written brief introduction of a paper/talk. Your abstract shall be no more than 300 words and submitted four days before the conference (on Monday).
2) DECIDING ON THE SEQUENCE OF TALKS – all the students of the group are required to act as an organization committee for the forthcoming conference. Thus, upon familiarizing with all submitted abstracts your shall collectively decide in what turn the speakers shall talk during the conference. The sequence shall reflect some logic and coherence and facilitate the job of the moderator.
3) APPOINTING A MODERATOR – you shall elect a moderator yourselves. The moderator will open the conference, give a brief talk about the relevance of the topic of the conference and introduce the speakers in turn. A good moderator provides comments before and after each talk that link all of them together in a sort of logical and conceptual coherence (your preliminary discussion on the sequence of talks, see above, shall help). The moderator must adhere to the schedule and make sure that the speakers observe time limits. All participants are informed on all organizational issues at the beginning by the moderator. 
4) PREPARING THE PROGRAM OF THE CONFERENCE – the CONFERENCE PROGRAM shall contain the following: 1) date, time and venue of the Conference, 2) conference schedule, 3) an introductory text providing the background and rationale of the organizers for holding a conference on this particular topic, 4) briefs on all participants and their abstracts, 3) information on extra activities, i.e. books sales, books signings, press conference, receptions, excursions etc. The CONFERENCE PROGRAM shall be printed out in advance and distributed among the participants. 
5) BANNER – it is often a good idea to display the conference details on a big screen or a banner. 

HOLDING THE CONFERENCE – the conference shall start on time and follow the schedule. It  shall include:
1) Brief introduction speech of the moderator (often an invited dignitary gives a speech and them gives the floor to the moderator);
2) Conference talks;
3) Q7A and discussion;
4) Closing remarks of the moderator (sometimes a group photo). 

Literature:
Andrade, C. (2011). How to write a good abstract for a scientific paper or conference presentation. Indian journal of psychiatry, 53(2), 172.
Jalalian, M. (2012). Writing an eye-catching and evocative abstract for a research article: A practical approach. Electronic Physician, 4(3), 520-524.
Simkhada, P., Van Teijlingen, E., Hundley, V., & Simkhada, B. D. (2013). Writing an abstract for a scientific conference. Kathmandu University Medical Journal, 11(3), 262-265.

Sources for moderators on how to be good moderators:
https://blog.orvium.io/how-to-be-good-moderator-academic-conference/
https://www.speakwithpersuasion.com/good-moderator-event/
https://blog.slido.com/event-moderator-tips/ 
